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GWA WORKERS IN
WASH. PROTEST

Over four houndred delegates
from CWA ang unemployed organ-
izations met at five o’clock in the
morning of Saturday, March 24, at
the Penna. station to go to Wash-
ington to protest against the de-
mobilization of the CWA, involving
the lay-offs of millions "of workers
and the introduction of a nation-
wide system for the Dauperization
of the American working class.

Among the delegates were black
and white workers, laborers and
professionals, youths and ﬂdults._

When the delegation arrived in
Washington they were met by
delegations from Baltimore, C:\m»
den, Reading ang Was}mington, in-
creasing the number of tne orig-
inal delegation to almost 1,000, A
committee, consisting of represen-
tatives of the various orgamzations
participating in the united-front
demonstrat:’on, was elected to go to
the President and t{o Harry I
Hopkins, Tederal administrator.
The committee Was joined by Nor.
man Thomas and Rabbi Goldstein.
Neither of them Tepresented any
organization but Jjoined the com.
mittee to support its demands, as
individuals. Special committees
were also sent to the House ang
Senate.

Throughout our stay in Wash-
ington, nature favored us with
Snow, rain, hail, wind and glazed
streets. Undxsma_ved by the ag-
Verse weather the delegation
marched through the most Wash-
ingtonian streets ang avenues of

The Great Betrayal)co, wivs iy

It has been a long time since American Labor  the automobile workers who have been hit below
has suffered so costly ang ignominious g defeat as  the belt by their official leaders, The terms of this| The Lithuanian Workers Society,
the one inflicteq upon the auto workers by Green ghastly betraya] are to serve as g Precedent for omprisi Abproximately 1,000
and Roosevelt. other industries, Already this has been felt in the members in 3g branches in vu-{m

Some polite Socialists can try to speak of the taxi-strike recently broken in New York, Senator | cities of the country, decided with.
terms imposed upon the automobile workers by the Wagner has Tushed to amend his so-called pro-labor | out g dissenti voice at jts na-
New Dealers as merely a setback. Renc!ionary mis-  Jaw, which at best Was a menace to the most fun- | tional convention helq in
leaders of labor like Green, who have for Years  damenta] interests of the workers, with New provi-{ on Slhlﬂily, March 1% to join fra-
worked overtime to undermine the Workers hopes, sions based on the automobile settlement, ternally with Internat;
may say the terms afford the trade union movement TR i
“hope™.” But facts and actions, especially when pain- S 8 - ral is < a - - | Struggle to Teunite th terna %
ful, slk‘nk_much louder than bretty pretenses and t_»o’f;h:\fg:}(,\:tb?ht;:}i"u:l ;néh;o;?g:tsBhﬂ-p:;gri:fepf‘:lfni al g:mm\u’ua‘tlmn el i
false promises, top leaders in the automobile controversy., These|Win the Comm; 3 ternational
4 - high-priced officials of labor know that the trade | for correct, Leninist tactics,

The facts are: The automobile unions are not  ynion movement must secure gz firm base in the/ Comrade D, Benjlmin brought
recognized, Thevnut'omoblle uniens are to turn over Koy, in the heavy industries of the country. The revolution

their m?mbt‘lﬁ\‘hlp.115‘S to Sovernment spokesmen Executive Counei] of the A.F. of L. understands that National Bureau of the -
and agents, who. in consultation With the employ- the trade union jovement is not secure unti] such | nist Party U5 A (Opposition) ang
ers, will pass Judgement upon them ag o whether time as it roots itself in the basic industries of the {appealed ‘to the delegates and the
there is a numerical basis for these workers bcm;.: country like the automobile, steel, oil, etc. Here | convention to affiliate with the I,
glven recognition in the plant by the plant authori- Vas a moment in which the automobile workers, by |C. 0., to unite the ot ie of the
ties. Leaders selected by the auto workers in the the thousands, flocked to the banne of irade union- Lithuanian Communistugp tion
mdustr)i 38 a whole are, under no circumstances, ism. Here was a chance to strike a_decisive bloy With that of the CP. US. . (Op-
tg be‘ oI}glble to represent the OTRETs. The isolat. for trade union organization. Byt this OPportunity | bosition). The question was (i,
ed pl: t.organization and paltr resources of the the trade union leaders placed inside of g leaden | cussed later as & special order of

. In the individua] [factory are to be pitted casket and threw if overboard. business and af a thorough dis-
pgamst the concentrateq might of the giant automo- et cussion, the decision was made.
bile organizations, To cap it all, ap arbitration 1 i
board, with teeth in jts mandate, is to be the final
arbitrator of disputes,

Sy

No doubt, the automobile “settlement” wil) go| hens
a long way towards cheating the workers in al] in- Struggle of_t.he ‘Commumst Oppo-
ity dustries out of some of the recent concessions they | Sition, drawing into that struggle
Symbolic of the hypocritical character of the New have been able to wring out of their masters. The lz.mportant proletarian 0}&?““
Deal noj ab £ri ; ie . Job of the honest and class conscious workers is im-. 3 e
p:,-:tmn:nl:ﬂo; I:Y:_l:h(’]!;:ngillxll& ftoor tL‘;EOIi!():rdt}:\(; ;‘_{"_ mediately to reorganize the lines, to clean the ranks [cite and of Southern Illinois, from
prosentative of the employers, >erhaps our fishing  for a showdown fight jor genuine unionism in the |[he Silk wills of Ex S
President would have the workers believe that in aun.)mo!)lle industry. This flght'cxm be won only if
Mr. Kelley, Labor really has a frieng because he js behind it are marshalled the entire resources of the
counsel for the Chrysley Motor Corporation ag well  frade union poovement, if it is Vaged on the broad.
as an ou!standing member of the League for Indus. €St possible bagls. Ll(t!o splintar unions or big noisy
trial Democracy at the same time! Paper Red “.":?“s Which can over win the sup.
“A great piece of work,” i New Y. imes  Port of the millions of workers organized in the con. | cie S §
estimn%e of It);]e es:!t]e‘m;nt' muxhe‘.;:giu}iz;k(3-‘":3: Jervative unions stand less chance than a snowball militant L‘lt}m.nn_)an workers; in
principles”, boast the spokesmen of the open shop in hell of serving as the instrument for unioniza- [ Various wlons; in fraternal, "cul-
Through numerons Placards and| ;o indusfry! This Is certainly correct ang General tion especially in' the automobile industry, fural, and singing Svaisden
the voices of hundreds of marchers | y ¥ = 1 . : L R

the demands of the delegation were evidence confirmin Y SR {as i
3 1 yore g the charge that it is the most Let every union in the A, F. of I, Taise its voice
E;(éagce:sr% &TCGT ‘;’ﬂ;jmigf&n Wg‘ favqred corporation in the Ney Deal family, In no unclear terms against this black betrayal.
employed any C“T'?& 2"8r£er<-e“€ve< . Picturesque and MOst accurate is the characteriza- More than this, every trade union in the country
ot 52 tion of the settlement jin the automobile industry ag should draw the lessons from thig defeat of the ay-

Vork!” «yw - | « : ”» N 5
employ&eorftkl ’Ins?rin]r?ee’?mn‘(‘ic‘%g the Versailles treaty (')f t.he ln I war. tomobile workers and pledge itself to reform the

Must Go On”, “Equality For Al
Negro and White,”

3 Passx’ng in front of the Wash-
gton  Auditoriym the marchers
halted temporarily and were ag.

*
Comrade Pruseika reported for
the National Cmnnﬁttge of the

We br.and the .conduct of the A. F. of L, mis-  tional well-planned militant drive for the war on
lgaders in “'nshmgton throughouyt these negotia- fompany unionism in the automobile industry and ti
no:'zs as totally anti-working class. Tt marks a throughout the other industries, It is not yet too| s
nmj_ortd‘t;‘fent ford_Ame}-imn lnfbor in ity Struggle Iate to undo the frightfy] damage of Greﬁ:'s “ser-

] 1 Against the sprea Ing plague o fompany unionjsm, vices”, Company unionism can ang must defeat-
g:gscs'edwgi;kHOP_k”idog %3 Emer- [ 1 validates the company union ag ap instrument of e by organized Iabor itself, otherwise Organized
&nd }Ed W, f;s of wu}f pcason collective bargaining ang baptizes the employers’ Tabor will be doomed and the road to fascism will

eish o orxers Unem- “unions” a5 fitting agencies, ag legitimate Spokes-  pe prepared at neck-breaking speed in this country.

ployed Union, On their way back
Progressives Victorious in Locql 22-ILGWU

to Union Station the marchers
stopped at o Workmen’§ Circle
New York City of the vote. ZIMM‘ERMAN’S STATEMENT
An OVerwhelming victory for the The Victory of the progressives

- | Progressive administmtion of the Was complete, the twenty-five ex-
«| ecutive board members, the twen-
ty-three business agents and the
sixteen convention delegates being
swept into office by huge majori-
ties.

Over 12,000 votes were cast at
the twelve polling stations set up
in the elections, Owing to the
great complexity of the ballot
(126 names were listed, of whom
70 had to be chosen) and to the
inexperience of large numbers of
new  members who showed the
cenest interest in the election and
its issues, a considerable number

The National Committes of the
CPUS.A, (Opposition) greets
this siz{xiﬁcanp step on the ooximrt

i

fee and fruits, Ang at five in the

SVening after all the delegates haq es to the end that a more effective

and united sty le for Commu.
nist unity be wn“?e&.

In the name of the administra-
ti‘)onI(}f Drossmalkers Union Local e
22, L.G.W.U,, want to express 3
our profound {imtiﬁct}t.ion nthﬁ]lg EDITO‘R S NOTES
outcome of the Local o ections hel Wo  acknowl receipt a
on Thursday, March 22, 1984, The pamphlot entit] “An np.:]t to
outpouring of thousands of workers | ¢ M
to the polls, so that actu

tion’s committee. Tt i to be re-
corded that the President of the
nited Statey refused to gep a
de]egahon o1 unemployed and
The misery, the

u"aws 'of the Dressmakors £rogres-
S1veé Group, for manager, for ex.
ecutive board, for business agents
and for convention delc;.ru(os, were
elected by large majorities and all
of the candidates ™ of the Left
Group Were defeateq by a big
margin,

The Progressive candidate fop
Mmanager, Charleg S. Zimmerman.
was reelected by a vote totulh'nx
6837 and amounting g 3% of the

President could be geen, He, too
was Y or indispoged. And it

of
of ¢ Committec that the assistant the coming vear. The overwhelm-

ing majorities received by all the res

t the Pregident, Moryis an b .
Hcllltm., consented to meqt “:i,th valid ballots cast for that offiee, | Of ballots had to be voided becnuse pmxm”i‘“ th gidt?lt"d A
commities. On being informed| Morris Stamper. - yjc geft, Group | of mistakes in making them out Rt tieally ap, ove the
that the trip Washington v i As scon as the results became [ CMPhatically approv ah

: as| candidate, receiveq 2699, b &
poniel "atlble as o ‘resuty oy 'yat und ity the Yole.  Zimmermag' | ofieralls known, Charles S. Zim.|ord of mnp:ﬁ{:mrzmmgt&
Pennies, nickel':,m dimes collected majority amounted to 4338 The [ merman, manager of Local 22, ig- fuotrl‘u:: i ?

; previous yeqr, when  Zimmerm ued a statement in the name of
g:ddam of o 7o ihe|also ran Against Stamper, (he fonr'-, the progrosgive administration, We rogard this improssive vote
s sin!:x? l:;;‘intth“ Y (Continued on Page 3)

mer received 559 the latter 4507 ¢ =
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centered mainly around
the problems of work in connection
with the

nion (an amalgamated organiza-
gm ean(dsﬁng of the former Work-
ers Committeo on Unemployment,
Association of Unmﬁ:yed, and
Workers Unemployed gue) and
the various white-collar emergency
work and unemployed organiza-
tions. The essential task, it was
decided was to preserve the non-
partisan character of the organiza-
tions, and thus lay the basis for
a broad movement.
1 RN el
The N. Y. Membership Meeting
On Wednesday, March 28 Com-
rade Lovestone reported at a
general membership meeting on
“Recent Developments in the In-
ternational and American Labor
and Communist Movement and the
Tasks of the Communist Opposi-
tion.” The report covered develop-
ments in Austria, Germany, Fran-
ce, England, Sweden, India, as well
as such matters as the Auto Situa-
tion, the danger of Company
Unionism,
makers Local 22, developments in
the American Socialist Party, the
program of the American Workers
Party, and immediate problems of
Communist Party Opposition,
especially on the matter of build.
ing the organization and spreading
the Workers Age. Comrade Love.

stone emphasized that the Aus- U

trian events again proved the com-
Plete bankruptey of the principles
of Social-Democracy, and showed
that nothing could be hoped for
from a party combining both left-
moving workers and those ad-

X reformism. The task of

contact with the members of

Austrian Social Democratic
Party moving toward Communism
and to crystallize them as the base
for the Austrian glom;nunist move;
ment, in view of the ankruptey o
the official Commnnl:;st

5 ator, a
boy, replied, “Yes,
sands of workers

Workers Unemployed to

the Elections in Dress- F,

-

Unemployed Work in N. Y. City

Members of the CPO have been
active in recent developments on
this field. Full support was given
the mass delegation sent to
Washington, D. C. by the Workers
Unemployed Union, the AOPEE,
and other organizations, The CPO
donated $10 and used its influence
o get other organizations to give
similar support. Collections were
made at unit meetings for the pur-
pose. Many members of the CPO
were in the delegation that protest-
ed against discontinuation of CWA
projects and the cutting of wages.

The sending of the mass delega-

tion to Washington was followed d

by a mass meeting in N. Y. C.
Easter Sunday a parade took place
on 5th Avenue, in which the unem-
ployed and civil works employees
demonstrated for continuation of
Jjobs. Many CPO members partici-
pated in the clem:msfration.

The Hartford Group at Work

The Hartford Unit has cooperat-
ed - with the International Relief
Association in the latter’s cam-
paign for rel'ef for the victims of
ascism in Germany and Austria.
The LR.A., it has been reported,
is organizing a local committee of
trade unionists, professors, minis-
ters, for the carrying on of such
a campaign. A banquet is being
planned for the near future to
raise money for Fascist victims,
Again, the Friends of the Soviet
nion has shown its partisan and
gectarian character by denying a
CPO member the right to join the
organization,

Work in the Unemployed field
continues to be one of. the main
fields of activity of members of
the CPO. The Unemployed Coun-

Jjob and follow Ft.
did example. Chicagi
should take note,

the city. This marks th
of one of the gravest short
of our Ft. Wayne organiz
ate. :

The work on the Une
Field continues, especially .
the single men,
* * * &
News From Philadelph

A class in Fundamentals of Com.
munism has just been establis
in Philadelphia with Comrade Lane
as instructor. Comrade Lane 3 )
also giving a class in Principles of
Trade Unionism in one of the im-
portant local unions of the city.

A public meeting under the aus-
pices of the CPO has been sched-
uled with Comrade Bail as the
speaker on the subject “Commun-.
ism and the Trade Union Move-
ment.” S

The last affair of the CPO in the
city was very successful. One hun-
dred and fifty workers Wwere pre-
sent. An interesting program was
presented, consisting of two short
playlets given by the Dramatic
Studio, as well as dances by the
Red Dancers, Comrade Lane, Phila-
delphia Districa Organizer, spoke
bngﬂy on the important problems
f]acmg the international working
class,

*\%
W.A. DELEGATION IN

WASHINGTON PROTEST

(Continued from Page 1)

same results, with the exception,
howe\:et, _that Hopkins gave the
committee all the sympathy in the
orld. kins said that he had
nothing to do regarding
demobilization of the CWA,
that he was merely Roosevelt’s of-
boy, compelled to execute or-
ders. When asked by a worker in
the committee if it was posgible to
Support a wife and three children,
uinhismcue,cnthirwen dol-
lats a week, the federa] relief ad-
Roosevelt’s office
I know of thou-
’ who ill'f:'i‘eive the
rom lustries,”
the disbanding of
about, unemploy-
t about

very, very sorrys

Emﬁ%l@t_fotbeﬂm

gation. No cne expected to be re-
ceived by the htg]tess of the White
‘Blue,

self to be pauperized, that it will
fight for its right to live and. to
ive as decent human beings,
. The following oIganizations par-
ticipated:
Association of Ciyil Works Em-
gé:}:ees,lAEssociated Office & Pro.-
slonal Emergency Emplo ee.
Emerggncy W%rkers inp gduf{':
Tenement,

e did not f;
ork Repre.|




the second article by Jay Lovwestone, ) s
conomics of the Roosevelt Program” [, The Roosevelt P 1’08)7
the will appear the concluding article on “Perspectives : 2 2
of the New Ordeal”—Editor, :entmg co:;petxwrs uthm bt::: d;ﬁreciat!

i - i . oesn’t, end copetition y intes
S e e T e et
What the reasons for the present TV: eoR g an . Ly o

policy of t.l;.: Rooseveit Administration? Thera is no doub, Jecting Inercury, as it were, into the nationas
the American capitalist class has plenty o gold and is o;:ly mtenmfybthe fluctuation and enhanttl:e the
even rapidiy getung back a good deal of the gold it had Character of the entire system of production and
lost a eaupiye of years ago. Besides, there is more money :

in circulauon today than there was in the dizziest days Effects Of Currency Fluctuation

of the New Era of Hoover. No shortage or goid or money What are the worst effects of the Rooseve

piagues the country and, theretore, this cannot be the on the international currency system and on th
source of the Roosevelt monetary program. The reasons  of world economic relations ? The rubber dollar
for the Roosevelt currency program must be looked for gravates the cyclical mov ts of busi becz

eisewhere. The farmers have sufrered acucely from the unstable f ion. B of the ti ing y

;i ity of prices between industrial and agricultural  the gold mines, artificially stimulated, the instabli
. This disparity was still more aggravaied by the the crisis is still' more accentuated, This further inf
very price-raising efforts of the Administration last sum-  sifies the checks to general equilibrium cansed by
mer. Hence, serious discontent engulfed the rural areas. ternal changes in one country. i
Soon, the dollar devaluation drive was launqhed. This, gold that is a source of infecti
however, will not overcome the disparity _of prices, thougn distribution. We cannot unders:
it may bring 3 momentary and superficial price increase phasis the fact that
for agricultural commodities. Mere manipuiation of cur- price of gold doesn’
rency flow doesn’t at all touch, let alone fundamentally
change, the basic relationship between agriculture and in-
dustry weaker countries, then by the stronger ones,

under capitalism, in which the price disparity is
rooted. > the strongest as well, The general instability of national
2 : . furth j rdi: the possibili ' internal
Another reason animating the recent gold-buying sprea rorivaloes jurther jeopardizes the poss ility of inte

logic of this leads to a demonetiz

of the Chief Executive and motivating the dollar-cheap- revival and expansion. E L e

ening policy of the Pres.dent is the Administration’s des-

perate effort to bring about a revival of preduction Currency Value And G.'Old Su?ply

through an increased sale of American goods in the world The extent of the decay of the international system of

market. The Brain Trust reasons something like this: A €xchange is most glaringly reflected in the CUITENCY Crisis.
devaluated dollar, as against foreiga currencies, will en- For example, in the past, the greater the supply of zold
able the European buyers to give less of their mational in 2 country the higher the value of its currency. This
carrency for American commodities. Therefore, they will so-called normal relationship between nat.onal gold cup-
rush o buy American products. For the sake of arge-  ply and currency is at an end. In the two leaaing capi-
ment, let us grant that the President scores o remarkable talist countries, United States and Engiand, the reverse
success here. The very magnificence of this success only  process has actually begun to set in. Both America and
hastens the collapse of his entire policy. Shculd Amer- England have been shoved off the gold standard, ‘Both
ican exports be substantially stimulated through the cheap- the U. S. and England have currencies which are worth
ening of the dollar, then, other couatries will resort to less in gold than some months ago when their gold sup- iz
the same trick, retaliation will follow spezdily other cur- ply was smaller than it is today. And should France drop called
rencies will be depreciated at least as much, or even more, or suspend the gald ot.

tarif schednles on American gocds will be raised sky-high  still more widely.  On
—all in order to counteract i

Aawd tbio 3

nGAra Lhis explosive will be fert the wo
e France begins to sell its gold tageous
the lowering of the value of hoards neither the Dollar nor the Pound will welcome it,

L ! : - It may force the British authorities to abandon their pres-
stimulate American exports. The Brit}sh experience in  ent control over the gold market. It would take the edge
this field affords any thing but 2 glowing trbute to the off Roosevelt’s weapon of buying gold in order to equip
efficacy of managed currency as 2 business-boomer in the the dolar as a stimulus to American expert trade. In the
world market. British imperialism has failed to raise  role of gold there are reflected the most fatal contra-
prices of its commodities in its home market cr to secure dictions of the capitalist system and the consequent con-
:eml i:ihlésraggndu:fn?:anzngde dlex.x?rg::n ctrad'fhthjmctth; gealed misery of the masses over a period of centur.es, property holders

: STt % 2 e Al 2 7 P A
6 At s ot i e cgmmodit:'es s It was in full recognition of this historical meaning of thz paid in tubercular

; = e Tole of gold in capitalist relations that Lenin once wrote: for professionals;
fixed in the world market’ bY‘ werld conditions. ~When we conquer on a world scale we shall, I parcels certa'inly’ €
c 22 3 - think, use gold for making public lavatories in the control of money by th
2 All tlhe national attempts aj: artificial pricz-manipula- streets of the great cities of the world. That would X
th? only Sﬁ‘netfo dxst:u'z;b, lofnlyqundermme ia the long run be the most ‘just’ and graphically edifying use of Inflation
mec??:m;clinmcgpe 2 t’f 2 Snch a;tegnp'm cannot deter- gold for the generations which have not forgotten Inflation brings more u
o hig onmt?ﬁ e Iigces- 0 =k daslj)c cc}x]mm_odl.txes: that for gold 10,000,000 people were massacred and industry—both in its upw;
of e Gexg-m ag Tastitats 7ooooer is shed by the finding; 30,000,000 people were crippled in the ‘great libera- was clearly illustrated in
h tman Institute for Studying Trade Fluctuatio.s. tion’ war of 1514-1918 7 : 4

Its .mvestxgaétrxjon iit)ndh calculadtm?fs v})lf go}d prices of the « r % E}:’sg" uiﬁ's:n";;n?ﬁ'tax

g countries, both on and off the old standard, that : ici it
is with gold currencies and depreciatedg currenciez, shov?s Factors Retarding Boxctary Eclicles the close of September it

that: “Of the 21 countries the United States has the lowess There are six decigive factors standing in the way of below the corresponding n
gold prices.” From this the Institute concludzs that “’Ighser, success for the Roosevelt monetary poicies. Briefly stat- 981, Obviously, inflation in
meffectiveness of mere exchange depreciation as price- ed these are: a) The huge basic capital resources of the gap between the rising prod
raising instrument” is obvious, United States tend to enhance the intrinsic valuz of the best, less rising or constant
The World Currency Chaos dollar in the world currency market. b) With all the consumption possibilities,
5. World carrency chass is a direct consequence of  chiselling of the gold content of the dollar the United phine cure. While iving ¢l
the New Deal economic policies, The monetary.policy of States still has a higher gold ration as reserve than the it undermines the physical
the Roosevelt administration aggravates the instability other big capitalist countries, ¢) Because of the great socio-econcmic system of
2nd the speculative nature of economy both at home and quantity of dollars necessary for payment for Am-.r.can *
zbrogd. commodities as well as interést on exported capital, it will New Deal Aggrayai
In the early post war period it was assumed that all be necessary for foreign countries, time and agan, to buy 8. Finally, the New D
great problems of economic readjusim-nt would be dollars in bulk. Ths will tend to raise the price of dol.ars indicted on the
solved by returning to the gold standard. This aszunp- above the leve] fixed by the Administration, d) The mo-
tion has been smashed by subsequent developm-nts, Ths ment that the Roogevelt devaluation strategy should show
Tetarn to the gold standard was achieved but this “scoth- any signs of effectiveness in the world market, then, it
ing” force has been transformed into an irritating ard  would erystallize blocs of countries against it, which blocs
i e force in world capitalist economy. Thus, Bri- will be able to pool their e ualization funds to ma.ch
dsh £ experts have been sayirg that Eng'and re-  America’s, e) The dollar devaluation program tends
turned to the gold standard prematurely. In this crisis artificially to raise the price of commodities and thus
the retreat from the gold standard has been, ins‘ead, bring on boomlets on the stock market. Whan the stcek
bailed 25 the cure-all, This shuffling to and from the market in New York beging fo boom the European
0l standard has now become so universal a practe> moneyed-men also seek to cash in b entering the spec-
108t of the big capitalist countries have zctually  ulative market on Wall Street. To do this the European
monetary policies which spell an international  capitalists must purchase American dollars with wh'eh {o
race for bigger andpgmr depreciation of national cur- buy stocks on the rise. As the stock market bocms the
rencies. Themm;z’rhg of these efforts is to beat com- tity of dollars, so purchased, Tises and there is thus o
oetitors in the w ¥ However, the dy of geveloped a foree to ct the ion of the dol-

s e r—— —

PROGRESSIVES WIN the achievements of the great en-| the membershi, ~ stren
(O o8 P 13 n:ldnkebutahotogwe%otfmmpn:ﬂ:ﬂm,
—W“mu‘omggwand yard t ever greater gains, to the | thusiasm in leading 20,
Mﬁtﬁﬁa% whmt:nkand,mﬁegnﬂnﬁnum )




Guardia, prior to his election
as Mayor, have aroused the indig-
naticn and opposition to the move
of and La Guardia to re-
vise the city charter and especially
to the question of proportional rep-
resenfation 1s so strong that it
threatens the entire La Guardia
administration, in that each and
every move of La Guardia is being
opposed by a united front of both
the democratic and republican rep-
resentatives in the board of alder-
men and in the State legislative
bodies (La Guardia economy bills,
ete.)

- - -
The Provisions For The City
Charter Revision
The recommendations of the
Seabury investigation committee
dealing with the fundamental
changes of the city charter are as
follows:

“l. One single

chamber or council.

“2. That the members of the

counc’l shall be elected by Bor-
oughs, upon a non-partisan bal-
lot without party designation or
party emblems and under a Sys-

legislative

endorsed and supported by Mayor
La

tem of proportional representa-
tion, the result of which would
be that every group sufficiently
sirong to be entitled thereto

Its Significance for the

OF

by Jack Smith

the Seabury-La Guardia so called
y program—to simplify the

bury report)

As regards the number of votes
that shall be necessary to elect a
Tepresentative to the above council
or legislative chamber, Mr. Sea-
bury proposes the following :

“Section 16. Sub.d. Quota suf-
ficient to elect. The quota of
voles sufficient to the election
of a member of the council shall
be 50,000. Whenever at any
stage of the counting the num-
ber of ballots credited to a can-
didate becomes equal to the
quota, he shall be declared elect-
ed and no ballots in excess of
the quota shall be credited to

himse e

Then come a series of proposals
how to compute the votes and what
to do with the votes that a candi-
date may have in excess of the
necessary amount for election.

In other words the recommenda-
tion proposes to abolish the board
of aldermen and the various other
boards filled with Tammany office
holders, and to substitute there-
fore one council known as the leg-
islative chamber. This is part of

€

e

0:

would be repr d in the
Council, each according to its
relative strength ., . . » (Sea- |lot of

well as over t|

government apparatus, reduce a
conflicting unnecessary.
boards and save expenses. By this
the Seabury-La Guardia group
hoped to kill two birds with one
stone: weaken the grip of Tam-
many Hall on the cicy administra-
tion and save the unnecessary ex-
penses of the various superfluous
boards and officers.

* x

Proportional Representation

The most important part of the
recommendations, however, is the
question of proportional represen-
tation. At present the city of New
York is divided into about 65 alder-
manic districts, with each district
The al-
dermen as well as all other offi-
cials in the City of New York, as
he United States, are
At the
time of election the candidate re-
ceiving the hi
in his distr

ntitled to an alderman.

lected by a majority vote.
ghest number of votes
ict is elected. This
ften creates a situation where the

total vote of the other candidates
il}’: the same district,
t
elect, which in
on

» 1S much larger

the candidate
turn means that
Y 2 minority of that district is

an the vote of
1

Dressmakers Crush Dualism

The sensational victory of the
progressives in the elections in
Dressmakers Union Local 22, LL.
G.W.U., which took place on March
22, is of deep significance to the
whole labor movement of this coun-
try. It is not simply that this lo-
cal union has, a membership of
nearly 30,000, thus topping many
in tional unions in the A. F.
of L. Nor is it simply that this
local union has made an enviable

annals by its long record of mili-
tancy and achievement. It is ra-
ther that, in this organization and
in tnese elections, the various ten-
denciés coming before the workers
with a bid for support as pointing
the way for the future of union.
ism in America, met in a fight to
the finish—and the results mark a
milestone in the development of
the new progressive-left win

5 = union splitting. All its evasions

Movement n"‘zi makmfg itself .fildt profited it nothing; it could mot
laborany sections of organized | fig oS damning bonds that tied
% el it to the union splliitting TéU.U._Ll.
React: jes Wiped Out %Tionfo the dualist Industria

The reactionary forces in Local
22, representing the conservativ
ationist tendency in
the LL.G.W.U., had
ed by the

been so smash-
sive rule that th

years of progres-
ey could not even
put up a separate ticket i

1 abi i 3! .
place for itself in American labor le;ermsmona e e Gt

by Will Herberg

gram of any sort of its own.
staked everythin;
of unscrupulon.

It
g upon a campaign
s demagogy and
brazen lying, hoping evidently to
confuse the many thousands of
Dnew members of the union and to
profit by the confusion. It very
deliberately turned its fight into a
campaign of the most unbridled

fi

It

erman, the leader of the pro-
gressive forces. With a reckless-
ness born of utter lack of princi-
ple, it was ready to sink to the
depth of trying to stir up race pre-
judice as an election issue and to
resort to election dodges that are
regarded as discreditable in Tam-
many circles! But do what it ‘ight,
it could not free itself of the crush- | p
ing burden of dual unionism and

thy
re]
sc

€o;
to

L TR R

Masses Support Progressives
The ign of the dr kK
ers Progressive Group, on the
other hand, was indeed a model
campaign of progressive unionism.
The progressives realized from the
very beginning that it was their
responsibility and privilege to draw
the many thousands of new mem-
s, utterly inexperienced in the
0T movement, into active parti-
cipation in union affairs, to edu-
cate them in the spirit of class
conscious unionism, to bring to
them a realization that the future
of the union was in their hands,
That over 12,000 dressmakers came
out to vote—an almost unparallel-

ed proportion in American labor
proport ex z

th
VO
ni
of
th

or

the progressives! (S
of March 24, 1934)

i:hg

upon its program for the fu

fight to exp,
paign of confusion of the “Lefts”
and to clear the atmosphere of

all, in spite of its

an anti-Communis
crusade against t]
gogues falsely parading under the
anner of Communism!

was a smashin
single one of
elected by huge majorities and the
entire “Left”
without a tra

onl,
and elected no
tive board me;

accomplished thru.
Whic]
limited
the “Lefts” 1
hardly anything to

ee the Freiheit

* * x

-Progressives Made Clean Fight

The Progressive Group made its
ht squarely upon the record of
e administration in the past and
ture.
a.sharp and effective
ose the reckless cam-

conducted

eir poison gas
presentation.
ended to

But it never de-
Dersonalities nor, above
mixed political
mposition, did it ever allow itself
be betrayed for an instant into
t position by its
he reckless dema-

* ok ox

Entire Progressive Ticket Elected

The victory of the progressives
g one indeed! Every
its candidates was

slate was wiped out
ce. A year before,
e “Lefts” had polled 46% of the
te for manager and had elected
ne of the twenty-five members
the executive board, all that
'y had put up! Now they polled
Yy 27% of the vote for manager
t one single execu-
mber, business agent
convention‘delfga;tel

The Way To Defeat Dual
Unionism
And this smashin,

(5

g victory was
an election in
'h democracy of the most un-
sort reigned supreme. Even
themselves could -finfl;

of abuse and mis- | Fy

‘that this

only a minority of
ulation. this situati
helped the Democratic
become so strong and in
in city politics. 2

‘I'’he Seabury-La Guardia
raised the war cry against the
rupt Tammany clique, whose
ruption and graft began to :
even the capitalist leal
der to
York.”
politically.

organizationally
with the Democratic and Republi-
can parties. They realized how- |10
ever, that all attempts to defeat
the ‘Tammany hold on city politics
will be futile as long as the pres-
ent form of elections is Drevalent;
that in spite of the fact that now
and then a situation may arise
Wwhen an opposition group is swept
into power by the revolting mood
of the voters against the corrup-
tion of the ruling machine, yet
such victory will be only temporary
unless the entire system of elec-
tions is changed. In his final re-
Port on the findings and recom-
mendations of his investigation
committe, Mr. Seabury states:

“It became apparent that the
very form and structure of the
city government was in a large
measure responsible for the op-
portunities for graft and cor-
ruption which were disclosed
before the committee. These de-
fects in our governmental form
and structure result from the
primary and election machinery
wh.ch is now in effect, by which
2 minority of the voters in the
city are enabled, by means of
their political organization, to
take and keep absolute control
of the government in effect dis-
franchising all others, . . i

These Droposals were made by
: Seabury, the political leader of the
sion party, at a time when his
barty was yet in its infancy, and
at best was a bourgeois opposition
party smaller than either of other
two capitalist parties. It needed,
and sought for, a constitution and
election law whereby it would be|S
assured of some representation in
the governmental bodies and the| L
result was the recommendation for
a new city charter.

What happened, however, at the
polls last November changed the

mary task now became
support of their previ
opponents, the Democraf
publican polit; ans, for th
omy measures, which is sim

1 ID; 2
h;xge wage slashing and Job-cutting
rlan. DA

l

Seabury Retreat
step in the directi

However,
retreat that
Guardia made in
a speech before

gressivism tri
revolutionar:
tho the latt
lurably gr
sources.

umphed over mock-
Y _Sectarianism, eyen
er is backed by immeas-
eater forces and re-
And let it not be assumed
lesson is entirely lost on
the members and supporters of the
C.P. in Local 22!

* * x

For A National Progressive

Movement

ph of the progressives

raises to a new level

the hard struggle to rebuild a

tional progressive-left ‘wing

dency in the American labor

g:ae;h Whatezer of such a tenden
manage to crystalliz

1927—and  considerabi;

had been made amon,

trades workers,

work ini;

The trium
in Local 22

ions of organized lal
st wiped ?




Unionism in the
- 2 floor.”  As though we didn’t sus- it tra
m‘m“‘.‘m workers who are inter-| Pect what an unprincipled fight the by Michael In to

d personally involved in|arty’s dual union would put up!
this much disputed question. “The ground floor”—Yes, we're 1| Yes, they are revolutionary, but
e S g on the ground floor—the emergen- they are revolutionists gone
Dual Unionism Dies Hard ¢y clmics in the city’s hospuals,| wire. They are puppets of a Par.
Hard sledding before we were| Preparatory to getting a beu on af ty leadership that is leftist, bound
in convincing them?| tloor higher up. One of our com-|t5 carry out instructions that bring|
Yes, very hard. Dual unionism is|Iades, Joe Faroer, is now spending| ruin to the furriers. On the one
an affliction of trade union mili-| Bis fourth week waiting for a|hand you have that capable “lead-
tants that resists eradication stub-| droken leg to_mend. er” Ben Gold, involving the union|
bornly, especially when 1y 2 . in every revolutionary but stupid
reinfected by a cowardly and re-| Just now, however, my chief con-| political adventure the Party play-
actionary labor union leadership.|Cern is with the rank and file fol-| boys order and on the other hand
But by _persistent campaigning|lowers of dual unionism in the fur you have him using his “talents”
inst dual unionism we are sure| trade, not the Cannon type, for|in bargaining away the conditions
to await a situation when all but| there are none, but those who be-| of the workers. And this is not
the blindest concede our far-sight-|lieve in the Industrial Union. They | just another epithet. Here are the
edness. Such is the present period.| Say the following: “Here the situa-| facts: At the end of Ist year, when
With a great surge forward many|Uon is different; here the Indus-|the workers in Joint Council shops
hundreds of thousands of workers|tral Union has a majority of the|were, for the first time, enjoying
joined and keep on joining up with | furriers; here the leadership is|the 35 hour week, which, it is true,
the official labor movement in this| talented, they are revolutionary|the employers had voluntarily
country; and the sponsors of dual|and there the A. F. of L. union, granted, the talented Ben Gold was
unionism, at this time, the official | the Joint Council, has oniy a few|negotiating for the renewal of an
Communist Party, stand discre-|members. Why have the Love-|agreement with a Fur Trimming| Council.) The
dited before even their own fol-|Stoneites gone into the Joint Coun-| Manufacturers Ass’n., with whom | “rabbit men” is
lowers. cil insteaa of staying with the In-| the Industrial Union had contrac-
But dual unionism dies hard.[dustrial Union? tual relations. When these em-
Though our course is publicly justi-| 1 want to take up these ques-|ployers threatened not to renew fide employers
fied in nearly all trades, the Com-|lions In succession and answer|the agreement, Ben Gold’s talents|to put out of business.
munist e%my Opﬁmsition is fstill them. e served him well. He agreed to|important piece of
questioned as to the wisdom of its 2 R mean talent, is the
policy in the fur trade. If it were Who Has The Majority? f};nt ﬂ:; posses th; a0 houriecky ization of a contractors’
merely a matter of dispassionate| “The situation is difrerent, they|11ding the extra hours under tion, which went to W
discussion we would be confident|have the majority.” First it 1s|the revolutionary cloak of “over-|ang under the protection of
of quick success in times like these. necessary to asserc that the Indus-|time,” when all overtime was for- isting squawk raised by t
On the one nand, the C.P. leaders,|trial Union has very far from a
trembling lest they lose their one|majority now, whatever they might
and only “union” in the T.U.U.L.,'have had before. Nobody wull g
resort to amost savage reign of gg%%%nge th? fact thabtl DfYthﬁ (] :
terror against the followers of our| 10, or so furriers in New Yor o ' w Y
policy, to prevent discussion. Re-|the vast bulk are in neither union. o r u n lsm r e
sort also to open treachery of the|l will lgrauzt 6%}})“@ tglar the dual
fur workers, flagrantly seiling out| union has 2, members or even| The strike of the hotel and res- il
long won conditions tobﬁ]le employ- | 2,500 hwhereas thethJ oint Couglml t:lu?nt workers of the Amalgamat- by Harry Hill
ers in return for verbal, not for-|can show no more than 2 member-| e ood Workers Union ended on T
mal, recognition. In the course of| Ship of about 1,500 in good stand-| February 28, with a defeat for the tio‘xilVe;etteh? eimgo%
this article I hope to be able to|ing. They have no majority. Sec-|workers, Trotskyites and the Gnﬁam
prove this. ondly, even if the Industrial Union| To understand the reasons for| Kostas The latter was th:: Sion
GG did have the majority m its ranks| this defeat and to draw the proper | aggressive attackingwour 0p0
Cannon Dispenses Advice we Oppositionists would still be|lessons we must examine the lead-| oo “adventurist” and “to%r Ic’zom
When this comes from the offi-| 2gainst the isolation of the fur|ership of the union and the policies | munistic.”
cial C.P. fighting for its discredited | Workers from the rest of the labor| which it pursued pefore and during| 1 : ;
political life, it is not pardonable|movement. The furriers have paid|the strike, s ir ProDosal wasiresected i
but mnderstandable. But to meet|Dbitterly for seven years in wages, * o5 ox Instead there began 2 period of the
with the same type of slander from|hours and general conditions for| The Background Of The Strike |205¢ dxsguslt]mg Trasc iy e
2 snivelling, political group that|their isolation. We are part of the| The split in the A.. F. W., en- el"anoln ifbt e NEA and the Re-|
declares itself against dual union- | other needle trades and only by|gineered by the Communist Party, gllimﬁ ¢ abor.  Boards SiNot Sitlie
ism, is zs thoroughly nauseating|marching side by side with them|left our branch of the union much Zlfz esh attelﬁpt asnadoiomos
2s the sight of a confused pup try-|can we hold what we fight for.|weakened. It led 2 precarious ex- d:zede the workers for glruggle i
ing o ezt what it has just de-| While other trades are now making| istence down to about six months st t:;f gorkers NG Wl e
posited. I am here referring to an| 2 decent living, we are treated like| prior to the strike call, when signs ct?‘m on;h taking any “rash’
editorial signed by James P. Can-|Daupers by the bosses. And no|of revival and growth were to be e Valuable time was lost in
mon in the March 24th issue of the| Wonder! We cannot speak with| noted. These signs were due not so| LCATINES, Tehearings, and postpone-
Militant, the Trotskyite paper. the authority of one united labor|much to the leadership of the union | 0t While the hotel bosses were
HJ:;?ES P-lCBImeH, who kz‘oil;lles orgamzatlon!‘ =i as to the intolerable conditions geegvnv?aga f:grmitn}l; fight that they|
8! ing gayly, from a wrec 0- % 7 which years of weak unionism had 2 4
tel workers strike, into the furriers| As To Revolutionary Leadership brough]tr. The general situation thBut the ‘continued jpzessurciof
situation, complains that the Love-| The second question raised is,|was very favorable for organiza- | .c.cmplovers and dis

Etoil;extes jomed the Joint Council| “But the Industrial Union leader-|tion and for a drive for improve- ?lmonuﬁot: amennﬁxf:!llleyn fgrced

5 ship is revolutionary, capable.” iti 2
to be in on the ground 37 2374 34 ment of cond.l’tlm:s. 5 totally unprepared for it. 2
The Old Leadership And The e

original charter commission they important factor in the political Trotskyites The General Strike
filled all lobbies with their protests|backwardness of the working AGythis o e

until they suceeeded in having Nor-| masses in the United States. The the hands of a very weak grou;
man Thomazs appointed a2s 2 mem-|two party system is wielding such S iraapla ol hadb eithes ﬂ;‘: D
ber of the commicsion. Now they|a tr d infl mainly| 7 P p-oml aobﬂity ff, utilize tﬁ};
are satisfied and feel that “de-|due to the present system of re- S't ti 2 Fadetn T
mocrzcy was saved”. In no report| presentation. The idea of “vote for ;n;eg;ezg;e o ?uiaﬁin; ‘f’.ge
& article in the New Leadir was|the best man”, propagated by the union. They were satisfied to hold

Presentation raised, i its relation|betrayers of the American working on . . .
10 the class struggle. clz.ss{ plays such an impoitanc Tt{.)mylttl;: ;:3? tif;:ld:s:e th?ue'
s . s zole of the He quickly wormed him-

z leader.
Proportional Representation And gk‘mﬁ:?“,“m%ﬁo‘hﬁg self into the secretaryship of the
lzbor C

union znd prepared to show every-| °T.

one wgab 2 foilitant {Trotskyite | Mittee
politieal action among| "'y, Toiicies which the Trotsky- | sulti

the workers is also largely duz tol - po :

the fact that the work 1 that} S RCERI 10 Syl e i
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S continuing  the
united front with the Autonomists.
Austria

The CPO in Austria has been re-
established on a broader base. We
have excellent contacts with a*very
sizable section of the Vienna Social-
democracy which is swinging sharp-
ly to the left. It is with this group
that we are now working closely.

In the insurrection our comrades
as well as the CP members par-
ticipated as individuals. As an or-
‘ganization the CP did not make it-
self felt. What is still more signfi-
cant is that even after the Austrian
defeat, when the situation created
made the extension of communist
influence possible, the CP, though
free from certain crass errors con-
stantly repeated by the CI, has not
been able to measure up to the
moment.

France

In the ranks of the French CP
there is a growing opposition to
the “anited front from below” policy
of the Central Committee. In the
proletarian districts of Paris a
genuine united front spirit per-
vades the ranks of both the CP
and the SP, to the consternation

of the rapidly swelling ranks of

ce. [ the Fascist movement in France.

So_great has become this op-
position to official policies of the
CP that the leadership of the St.
Denis organization of the CP, head-
ed by Jacques Doriot, has publicly
come out against the “united front
from below” tactics of the Central

Committee and for a genuine|:

united front of the CP, SP and
both trade union movements. Do-
riot is one of the most popular
leaders of the French CP and St.
Denis is one of the most proletar-
ian sections of the Party.

The immediate slogans of the
CP are‘in part constructive and in
part confusing. The SP has con-
cretized its demands to center
around the following slogan—‘“The
reduction of the personnel of the
Senate and the Chamber of
Deputies from a total membership
of 900 to 300 and the fight to
preserve the democratic state.”

Class lines in France are sharp-
ening rapidly and decisive struggles
are not far distant.

Germany

Our organization in Germany 1s
growing. The total dues paying
membership of the CPO is now 500
more than it was when Papen took
office in the summer of 1932. Our
literature is sought for and our
influence, especially in developing
underground unions. is outstand-
ing

From an observer, not connected
with our organization, who has just
returned from Germany, we learn
that in the ranks of the working
class it is generally considered that
the CPO is the most efficient

sions and whicl
manifest itself op
economic situation
more acute daily.
India

Our otganization has ma
mendous headway in India
cent months. -

Pandit J. Nehru, secretary of th
All India Congress, the most pows
ful figure in India today, sinc:
Ghandi is so discredited publicl
has come out with a declaration in
favor of Communism but in op

position to the tactics of the CL|

Comrade Nehru is a close friend
of Roy.
His statement reads in part:

“I do believe that fundamen-
tally the choice before the world
today is one between a form of
Communism and some form of
Fascism, and I am all for the
former, Communism. . . . . There
is no middle road between
Fascism and Communism. One
has to choose between the two
and I chose the Communist ideal.
In regard to methods and ap-
proach to this ideal, I may not
agree with everything that or-
thodox Communists have done. 1

C. W. A. Organization Split by C. P.

Another workers organization
has been split as a result of the

the official Communist Party and
its followers. This time the victim
is the -Associated Office and Pro-
fessional Emergency Employees
(AOPEE), an organization of
white collar workers employed on
various C.W.A. projects.
s ® 3
A Good Beginning

The AOPEE was one of the few
‘examples in this country of suc-
- cessful organization by white col-

lar workers, and in many respects

by C. W. A.

instance was the “strike” of Feb-

ruary b, called by the Relief Work-

ers League, for which the C.P.

members endeavored to secure sup-

port over the head of the AOPEE.
®x x %

The United Front Demonstration
The culmination of these disrup-
tive activities came in the united
front demonstration of February
15, initiated by the Workers Com-
mittee on Unemployment. For the
first time unemployed and
. organizations were brought

er thru the efforts of the

E, into one united demon-

During the demonstration itself

concessions on|the various party organizations

pay,
staged

hours and sick|broke every agreement and deci-
& demonstration| Sion made in the united front com-
i Organizations which were

collar workers | not unemployed organizations, and

first .of its kind | which had not been invited, insinu-

in|ated themselves into the parade
future lay

and demonsiration with their own

banners. The International and

and then the|other revolutionary so
i sung; the “red front bugg,s”,
: vited, placed itself at
the parade and

unin-
the head of
played “appropri-
the midst of the

elect an executive committee but
when it was elected and they dis-
covered ‘that they had not secured
control of it they began a cam-
paign against it as “llegal.”? A
membership meeting called to take
actign on the program of the ad-

ministration to drop the C.W.A.,[AO

to ratify the Executive Committee
and to adopt a policy on the united
front, was disrupted by the party’s

fillibustering and splitting tactics.| C

Under these circumstances the Ex-
ecutive Committee decided to con-
duct a referendum to determine
the attitude of the membership on
the disputed issues. This threw
the C.P. forces into a panic. They
knew that the sentiment of the
membership was overwhelmingly
against them. They had to fore-
stall the referendum at all costs.
They therefore issued a ‘“call” for
a “Council i

small group w]
of “progressives

tallize during the 2|
the party fraction, when
cupied an “on-th
changing from day
from hour to hour,
ty split they at first
up their minds wh
consequently went
walking out of the

i

Meeting” to take place|®

exactly two days before the close| !

of the referendum. This was
done despite a call, previously is-
sued, for a regular Council meet-
ing for two days after the close
of the referendum. Naturally the

rump Council meeting consisted of | %

the Party fraction and a few inno-
cent victims. In spite of an official
communication from the
to come to the regular
ew days later and not tc
pate in an acti

lace them

ecretary |
a




{Continued from Page 5)
three and four dollars worth of
“dues” per worker while they sit
at the machines. Voluntary and
traditional payment of dues? Not
for this revolutionary union! Twen-
ty-one business agents must earn
their keep!

These are some of the reasons
why we Lovestoneites have joined
the A. F. of L. union and there are
others, very important reasons!

*

Machine Control vs. Union
Democracy

* x

For instance: complete absence
of democracy and instead a rigid
and machine-like control that
makes the slightest disagreement,
let alone such a fundamental one
as ours, a high crime, punishable
with persecution in the organiza-
tion and even loss of the job. One
of us, Sarah Gross, the widow of
Asron Gross, a founder of the
union, was ordered fired unless she
meet Impossible immediate pay-
ments after a long period of un-
employment. For urging affilia-
tion of the industrial union with
the A. F. of L. the writer was
hustled out of a meeting under
Htiler-like “protective arrest”—
for his “own” good. Organized
howling met us In every effort to
take the floor at meetings. This
“revolutionary democracy” did not
stop there. Organized thuggery by
paid sluggers prevented our agita-
tion in the streets of the fur mar-
ket. What difference is there in
the mind of one whose head is
broken whether the slugger gefs
$35.00 a week or $50.00 Is it
the $15.00 difference that makes a
right wing strong arm hireling a

Furriers Fight for a Union

trolled dual m.ﬁux: a‘revolutionist?

Bankruptey Of The Industrial
X Union

In_splte of all the aforemention-

dxﬂicultxgs, ‘we might still have
Temained within the dual union for
agitational purposes if its bank-
ruptey was not further demon-
strated by the fact that in 1932
they stood alone in the field, the
AT R O L. having completely
abandoned it-and were even then
unable to prevent the bosses from
1gnoring the old union standards
in the trade. If a dual union can’t
get dgcent conditions when it has
the field to itself under what cir-
cumstances can it?

SEENE

Role Of Dual Unionism

In addition to all that a sober
revolutionist must come to the con-
clusion that the Communist Party’s
dual union policy is playing into
the hands of the capitalist class at
this time. It might be hard for a
P;irty sympgthizer to believe that
his dual union is actually helping
to fettz_ar the American working
class Wwith the company union, but
that is only too true. When all
the working class is girding itself
for a titanic struggle for its right
to organize, for the right to the
closed shop, the dual unions de-
mand what the company unions
ask; that even the minority groups
must be given recognition and are
entitled to agreements with the
cmployers. In the N. Y. Times of
March 28, a dispatch from Wash-
ington brings the shocking news
that,. “the automobile agreement
provides that any group may be
represented at conferences with the

thug and one from a Farty-con-

employers. This would bring in
A. of L. unions,

company ,

unions, rump unions, dissident fac-
tions of the A. F. of L. and even
left wing and Communist unions.”
This automobile pact will be used

as a precedent in all other labor
disputes, the Times goes on to say.
Well? Here you have the shameful
spectacle of Ben Gold delighted

Bankruptcy of Proletarian Party

Since I have recently left the
Proletarian Party, of which I was
formerly an active member, and
joined the Communist Party Oppo-
sition I wish to publicly state my
reasons for so doing.

Mine is not an isolated split and
should not be considered as such.
Many active comrades, including
two National Executive Committee
members have left the Proletarian
party within the last few months.
If it were a case of one or two
comrades we might assume that it
was a case of individual short-
coming and let the whole matter
go at that, but when a large num-
ber of such active members leave
almost simultaneously both the
adherents of the Proletarian party
and those who have other leanings
must give 2 more thoro analysis
in order to find the political sig-
nificance of these breaks in its
ranks,

* *

The Proletarian party is a Com-
munist organization, that is it ad-
heres to the fundamental prin-
ciples of Communism, the dicta-
torship of the proletariat, soviet
power, etc. That is fine, but it is
not everything. The Communist
party and the Communist party

ition are also communist or-
ganizations yet there are very real
differences between the three.
Two very important attitudes of

by Mary Wright

recent German debacle? What
statement did it print? For two
months after Hitler came to power
it printed articles telling the work-
ers that Fascism is bad. Then it
printed the statement of the E.C.
C.I. whitewashing the German
Communist party and the Commu-
nist International. No comment
was made. A comrade had written
an article analyzing the situation,
pointing out the mistakes of both
the S.P. and the C.P. and criticiz-
ing the failure of the C.P.G. to
form a united front against Fas-
cism. This article was never print-

ed.
*

The P.P. does not carry on the
aggressive splitting tactics of the
C.P. in relation to the trade unions.
But it has no planned progressive
program within them. It leaves
it to the will of each individual
member and makes it quite clear
to him that what is expected of
him is to advertise the P.P. If he
as an individual plays a progres-
sive role he is not rgprlm_anded,
but if he does not that llms’ ;Ilmte all-
right too. Any group which aspires
{o become a Communist party
must have a planned program of
action within the trade unions and
furthermore it must carry it out.
The P.P. will offer the alibi that
it has not the forces, a weak eva-
sive alibi. The C.P.O. is not a
mass organization but it is a real

* *x

force in a great many trade

dis-| strives for

the same weakness in
e on towsrd immediate de-
Th ized leaders of

he is a leader within
I

into action when and if a revolu-
tion suddenly startles the country.
But revolutions do not happen like
that. We must be with the work-
ing class, fighting with them, lead-
ing them, preparing them fcr the
steps to come. If today we are in
sieepy isolation do you think that
we can suddenly shake off our
inertia and from would-be philos-
ophers become revolutionary lead-
ers?

Today the P.P. exerts only a neg-
ative influence, that is it takes
these workerss. mieny of whom have
excellent potentialities, out of the
class struggle. It does not show
them how to carry on effective
work but it delays them, and in
some cases permanently, from
learning how to participate in the
labor movement as communists. I
am glad to note that already many
of the more active comrades have,
like myself, become disgusted with
the sectarianism and inactivity of
the P.P. and are leaving it to join
the C.P.O.

* *

The C.P.O. adheres to the prin-
ciples of Communism, it is a Tev-
olutionary working class political
organization, agreeing with all
other communist groups on the
fundamentals of communism. It
is on tactical questions that it dif-
fers from the official party, and the
128 the trade union field it
disagrees with both the passive
disregard attitude, the benevolent
neutrality of the P.P. and the left
sectarian dual unionism of the C.P.
It adopts a progressive policy w1§1'1-

Editor Workers Age:
Several days ago there appeared
in the Daily Worker a statement

stoneite who dissociated himself
from the Lovestone group and was

from a former Philadelphia “Love-|-

;eadmitted into the C
arty.

It would be of interest to the
readers of the Age to learn that
Sam Leckerman, the supposed
Lovestoneite; is the notorious trai-
tor and present Republican politi-
cian of the Carpenters Union. He
never was a member of our group.

The real story is the following:

Sam Leckerman, who is not an
ordinary rank and filer, but a lead-
er of Local 1073, a former busi-
ness agent of the local and presi-
dent of the local, had consistently
slandered and undermined the Par-
ty, while being a Party member.
In 1926 his expulsion from the Par-
ty was considered but Leckerman,
being a staunch Fosterite, his fac-
tion raised the cry of factionali

the Party leaders. When

man was proposed for membership
of the C.P.-controlled g
was promptly rejected. T
decree came from the Party
that Leckerman is O.K. and
be admitted. H ;
but even the party
understand this game.

We certainly do

Finally his actions became so
vile that he was expelled by unani-
mous decision in 1927, more than
two years before the Lovestone-
ites were expelled.

After his expulsion from the
Party, Leckerman sank so deep as
to make an alliance with the Re-
publican politician, Sam Sloan, in
the elections in Local 1073 of the
Carpenters union. This was in 1929,
after we had been expelled from
‘he Party. The Party fraction did
not even issue a statement a_gmnst
Leckerman even tho he still pa-
raded as a progressive.
gressive carpe.nters" group, under

in the trade
leads the backward workers to a
more progressive position thru co-
ordinated action. Each member of
the C.P.0. is made to understand
the importance o{ this ;ox:l: tﬁ%
as such sees to i
i the union of

hm’l'h C.P.0. recognizes the fact
that there are divisions _within

our infl a leaflet con-

L as a r
and called on the workers to de-

In 1930 Leckerman reached the
acme of his treason. e testifi
before the District Council as
three members of the union;

ing them with membership
Communist Party.

members v;rereof

Cs
Communist, unity thro:
The P.P. is a,éﬂéﬁ

out the world.

. 2K Y
delphia are acquainted
facts_ ﬂmit:he we |

The pro-| 1

feat him in the elections. =
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UNIONS
CRIPPLED

THE CANADIAN

WORKERS LEAGUE

‘N THE headlines of recent weeks Germany, Austria and the New
Deal have had a sort of a privileged position. This does not mean

that nothing has been happening elsewhere.

These are stirring

days, days in which we are at culminating points of decades of deve-
lopment and no country is left out of the run.

Concretely, we have in mind Canada. In the land of our northern
neighbor much has been happening of, late. Class lines have become

hardened and class relations more embittered.

Canadian reaction has

reached its high watermark in the present Bennett government. Labor
militants are hounded for strike activities; communists are sentenced

to heavy prison terms for mere

agitation;' civil rights are a dead

Jetter and economic conditions are increasingly unbearable.

It is especially under these

conditions that we greet the for-

mation of the Workers League of Canada. This League is dedicated
to the principles of Marx and Lenin, and to the ‘Lemm'st. tactical
course pursued by the Comintern in its days of greatest virility and

influence.

The Workers League of Canada breaks with the dry-rot

formulae and shibboleths of the ultra-left sectarian course of official

communism.,

It evolves its tactics fully cognizant of the

specific conditions prevailing in Canada and thus strikes very ef-
fectively towards unifying the workers’ ranks and their struggles,
towards winning the workers for the achievement of the revolution-
ary principles of Marx and Lenin.

We of the Communist Party Opposition in the United States
hails the first move toward revolutionary sanity and unity in Canada.
‘We are sure it will mean much for Canadian labor, awakening to the
need of a showdown struggle against the black Bennett government.
The Workers League of Canada, with its insistence on transforming
the conservative unions into militant trade unions and of inspiring
and aiding the realization of the broadest genuine united front
against capitalist reaction, shows not only the path of struggle but
also points the way out of the whole crisis of decaying capltah;zm.

To the Workers Leacue of Canada go our revolutionary greetings.

New Workers School in New Term

The final term of the fifth year
of the New Workers School will
begin on Monday April 9th. In
ever increasing numbers workers
are realizing that it is the only
school .waere the principles and
tactics off Marxism-Leninism ard
taught, not as a dogma but as a
method and a guide to action.

Several new courses are being
given this term which should be of
special interest to all those who
are interested in Communism:

* = »

PORTRAIT OF AMERICA, in-
structor Bertram D. Wolfe. Fri-
cll.;tyl: - 8.30 P. M. beginning April

In this course Comrade Wolfe,
author of the new bovk “Portrait
America,” gives a Marxist
analysis of the decisive turning
points and driving forces that
shaped modern America, its eco-
nomy, its class structure and its
ideology. The subjects of the lec-
tures are: Colonial America, The
First American Revolution, The
Dream, The Struggle
over Slavery, The American Labor
lrﬁawmant.and America as a World
ower.

. % =
B SRPUNS don
8, instructor G. F. Miles,
ock g Apr.

include a dis-
historical h

tions of dialectical materialism as
the philosophy of M:arxism.
w *

FUNDAMENTALS OF COM-
MUNISM, instructor Eve Dorf.
Mondays, 8.30 P. M. beginning
April 9th.

This course consists of an ana-
lysis of the economic, social and
political structure and functioning
of the capitalist system, the con-
tradictions within capitalism, ten-
dencies making for a new social
order, the nature and form of
socialist sociesy. =

PROPOSED ROADS TO FREE-
DOM (Which Program for the
Working Class), instructor Jim
Cork. Thursdays, 7 P. M. beginning
April 12th.

Analysis of the various tenden-
cies in the labor movement. Anar-
chism, syndicalism, socialism, of-
ficial communist tendency, Trot-
skyism and the International Com-
munist, Opposition,

L B

ELEMENTS OF MARXIAN
ECONOMICS, instructor B. Her-
man. Tuesday 8.30 P. M. beginning
April 10th. :

BASIC  CONCEPTIONS OF
SCIENCE, instructor M. C. Stew-
art. Th;:im{;{ﬁ 8.30 P. M. begini-

imi)Ap 1 3
ialectical Materialism applied
in the field of science.

D
al
o e

L-| Workers

.
Notice
As we go to press, the Bighth
Convention of the Communist Par-

under way. In the next issue of
ers Age we will anal

ty of the U. 8. A. has just gotten

and the proposals agreed

William Green go a long wa.
cripple unionism in the auto
dustry. 3
Despite Green’s flat refusal
submit membershi{) lists to

employers, he finally did ag )
do so.
whole struggle, directed against
company unionism, was given up.
The White House statement makes
it very clear that “more than one|
group” will be recognized in any
negotiations with the employers.
The New York Evening Post comes
out with a seven column head
“Auto Pact Saves Company Union”
and less than twenty four 'houra

What is still worse, the|“Th

turers, was fo;
Bill “does n

al union.
particular qnio&:

after Green hailed the d as
a great victory for labor, he mum-
bled about resisting the presence
of company union representatives
during negotiations.

The present severe defeat of the

the shoulders of the A. F. of L.
burocracy.

* *
The treachery of the burocracy
becomes even more vile when we
examine the growth of company

unions. Green’s
COMPANY betrayal, which
UNIONS strengthen com-
GROW pany unionism

climaxes a per-
iod in which company unions have
far outstripped the trade unions in
growth. The Monthly Labor Re-
view for February 1934 (a United
States Department of Labor pub-
lication) brings some striking
facts.

A survey of 8,314 companies
with 2,600,000 workers, made in
November 1933, shows 45.7% of
the workers under individual bar-
gaining arrangements, 45% under
company unions and only 9.3%
operating undfr :mion agreements,

*

An analysis of these figures, by
industry, shows that it is primar-
ily in the important industries. in
those in which

IMPORTANT the workers
INDUSTRIES have shown un-
INVOLYED mistakable

signsg of organi-
zation and struggle that the
growth of company unions is
greatest.

Of 1,100,000 metal workers only
81,000 were under union contract;
of 828,000 textile workers, union
agreements cover 60,000; in the
food industry 18,000 out of 242 000
are in signed union shops: and in
the oil industry a mere 2.000 work-
ers are in union oil fields out of
167.000. The remaining workers,
in these industries are operating
either under company unions or
thr individual bargaining.

These figures challenge the very
existence of the trade union move-
ment and crv aloud for militants
and progressives everywhere to or-
ganize acainst this ‘menace and
against the burocracy which toler-
ates and utmex:qﬂlens. it.

NRA, “the new Ma Charta
of Américan labor”, w:;na showered
with praise by the A. F. of T.. bu-
e rocracv. Social- |
TR b
10! N’ AN t
UNIONS L

auto workers rests squarely upon|i

Jess than the lowest vote fo

favor

company  unior
sought for in
or among ‘“frie:
is to be found

Elsewhere in ti
found information
in Local 22 IL.G,
PROGRESSIVES
WIN IN
LOCAL 22

porters of the left gro
carried away by these d
supported Zimmerman fo:
gZer.

The vote of Stamper,
group” candidate against
man, is quite significant. His
was 1,634 less than the
vote on his ticket and 865 votes

1
an;
candidate of the “left group” ?é
is the answer of even the Bl;F
St

ers of the “left” to the
campaign against Zimmerman.
The Daily Worker and the F:
heit claim the results to be a grea
victory for the Party. If 27% c
the vote as against 45% one ye
ago is a victory; if electing no one
for any office or committee as
against 9 elected one year ago, re- |,
presents a victory then we hope
that such victories be multiplied
and come oftgn. - : o

Muste is angry, very angry at
the criticisms leveled by us at the
American Workers Party (to be.

born). He there-

WE fore fires this|i:
ARE annihilating|
INDICTED broadside at us,

in Labor Action
of March 15, 1934: %
“The trade union policy of|:
the L toneites is a -hani
al support of the A. F. of L.
(Though not of present policies
and leadership) in every in-
stance and a refusal in any
fo support independent unio;
ism. . . Where the workers w:
to orzanize outside th !
(A. F. of" L—GFM) we




